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Rationale for specific
project

The epidemic of Aids represents nowadays a great public health and a development issue
In Cameroon, all efforts carried out in response to the pandemic of Aids have led to the stabilization of the
prevalence rate to about 5% within the general population since 2004. However, this plague is still having
considerable consequences on human development. One of the reasons amongst others is the lack of
specifically and systematically mainstreaming Gender and Human Rights approaches in the national
strategy addressing HIV and Aids.

Some minority groups as well as women and young girls are not well targeted in this strategy and are
somehow marginalized. Some isolated actions taken to address HIV/Aids within these vulnerable groups
have not produced expected results due to lack of enough attention on the Government side to address
human rights dimension of the response to the pandemic.

The demographic health survey (DHS) carried out in 2004 in Cameroon shows that the infected rate on HIV
among women is higher than in men. And among women, the prevalence rate between young girls aged 15
— 24) is 7, 4%. Their vulnerability is due mainly on their biology/morphology and its functioning. Besides,
social, cultural and economic pressures and positions prevent them from protecting themselves against the
HIV infection in proper manner. In some tribes in Cameroon, when the husband dies, his wives are subject
without their consent to risky sexual practices and forced marriages, such as “widow inheritance” and sexual
purification rites. Moreover, women do not have the right to inherit properties such as land which belong to
their late husbands for farming to support their families.

Also, due to cultural perceptions, young girls, are poorly educated and often excluded from educational
system. There is lack knowledge on HIV/aids prevention strategies. Above all, sexual violence is not that
much addressed despite the existence of punitive laws. Current studies show that the prevalence rate of
rape in Cameroon is 5, 2% and 18% of women and young girls who have been raped are HIV-infected

The situation is similar with the minorities who are somehow marginalized and are lacking information about
HIV and aids prevention, care and treatment although they have the right to be informed. As result to this,

the prevalence rates to HIV have increased up to 35% among some minority groups.

Gender inequality and marginalization represent a barrier to the optimum productivity of these vulnerable
groups and their full contribution to the development of the country towards poverty reduction and
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

It is in this framework and in order to support the Government efforts to fill these gaps that UNDP has
improved some innovations to the national strategy like: i) mainstreaming Gender and Human Rights
aspects in all actions to be carried out, ii) targeting prevention actions towards vulnerable groups and
minorities, iii) qualitative and quantitative improvement of the overall care and support to people infected
and/or affected in order to reverse the trend of the epidemic.

In order to achieve this, a pilot project will be carried out in 4 regions targeting minorities and vulnerable
groups: Centre, East, Littoral and North West within 18 months. The priority is given to these areas because



of their higher HIV prevalence rate, strong social and cultural beliefs and the presence of many vulnerable
groups.

UNDP will work in collaboration with other development partners willing to support the initiative in order to
joint efforts and scale up at the national level.

The awaited impact of this project is the consideration of human rights and gender aspect and mitigation of
the spread of HIV as well as the negative effects of Aids within the minorities, women and young girls.
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puts By the end of the period covered by the project, the followings outputs are expected in the targeted regions:
i) identified CBOs are technically strengthened and are camying out activities addressing human rights
aspect to HIV responses towards identified vulnerable groups; ii) these vulnerable groups have a good
knowledge of HIV, STis and RSH and are able fo adopt safer sexuality; i) they have access to support,

care and treatment services. (iv) a wide visibility of support provided to these local organizations and their
impact with improvement of targeted population lives.
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REPUBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN ' REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON

Paix — Travail - Patrie Peace — Work — Fatherland
MINISTERE DE L’ECONOMIE, DE LA MINISTRY OF ECONOMY, PLANNING AND
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Réf : V/L N°0402/11/PRO/300/VIH du 25 octobre 2011

LE MINISTRE

A Monsieur le Représentant Résident du PNUD,

\_, Coordonnateur du Systéme des Nations Unies
Yaounde

Ob iet . Demande de non objection pour la mise en ceuvre
d'activités de lutte contre le VIH/Sida

Monsieur le Représentant Résident,

a

Faisant suite a votre correspondance dont la référence et I'objet sont
repris en marge,

J'ai 'honneur de porter a votre connaissance que la mise en ceuvre des
activités de ce projet pilote rentre en droite ligne avec les objectifs du
Gouvernement.

A cet effet, je marque mon accord pour le démarrage effectif de ce
- projet.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Représentant Résident, 'assurance de ma -
parfaite considération./-
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